Twisted Tongue: Limits of China’s Propaganda during
Crises and Policy Changes
Online Appendices

Tony Zirui Yang Hongshen Zhu

June 19, 2025

Contents
Appendices

A Survey Procedure and Ethics
A.1 Survey Procedure & Pre-Registration . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..
A.2 Compliance with Ethical Principles of Human Subject Research . . . . . . .

B Descriptive Statistics
B.1 Survey Sample . . . . . ..
B.2 Balance Table . . . . . . . . . . ..

C OLS Regressions

D Treatment Vignettes 10
D.1 Soft Propaganda A: Pro-Reopening . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. 11
D.2 Hard Propaganda A: Pro-Reopening . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... .. 12
D.3 Soft Propaganda B: Pro-Zero-COVID . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 13
D.4 Hard Propaganda B: Pro-Zero-COVID . . . . ... .. ... .. ... .. ... 14
D.5 Control Group . . . . . . . . . . . 15

E Measurement 16
E.1 Dependent Variables . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 16
E.2 Control Variables . . . . . . . . .. . 17



Appendices

Appendix A Survey Procedure and Ethics

A.1 Survey Procedure & Pre-Registration

The survey experiment was conducted in December 2022 and was administered in main-
land China by a Shanghai-based Chinese online survey company. The participants were
recruited by the survey company and then directed to a US-based website, Qualtrics, where
they completed the survey anonymously. Once they completed the survey on Qualtrics, they
were redirected back to the survey vendor’s platform.

All Chinese citizens above 18 years old are eligible for this study. To further ensure sample
quality, attention checks were used to screen the respondents before treatment. About 60%
of the respondents passed the attention checks yielding 3,314 valid responses. The survey

experiment was pre-registered prior to the implementation of the surveys.



A.2 Compliance with Ethical Principles of Human Subject Re-

search

The survey experiment followed all established principles of human subject research and
was approved by the Institutional Review Board (IRB) at the lead researcher’s home insti-
tution. Although the IRB exempted the study from a formal consent form, an information
sheet was still presented at the beginning of the survey. All participants were informed about
the purpose, length, and format of the study. All participants need to click “I consent” on
the information sheet page before they could proceed. They were allowed to opt out of the
study at any point in the survey. Incomplete survey responses were not recorded.

No deception was used. All vignettes were actual news from the state-controlled Xinhua
News Agency. All respondents were paid by the survey firm at its usual rate for their
participation. The survey firm was paid by the researchers. All participants were adults and
none of them would be put in a disadvantageous position had they chosen not to participate.

Because the survey was conducted in China, an authoritarian regime, we paid extra cau-
tion to protect respondents’ information and responses, so that they will not be negatively
affected by the authority due to their participation in this study. We did not ask for per-
sonal information that could directly identify participants’ identities, such as names, phone
numbers, and email addresses. Participants in the experiment were recruited from a Chinese
survey platform and directed to an American-based website, Qualtrics, where they completed
the survey anonymously. All data was stored directly and securely in the Qualtrics account
of an American institution, with the Shanghai-based survey company having no access to the
data. In addition to obtaining IRB approval, our Qualtrics links and accounts also received
approval from the Information Security Review to ensure the data’s security and minimize

the risk to participants from state repression.



Appendix B Descriptive Statistics
B.1 Survey Sample

Table B1: Sociodemographics of the Study Participants and Chinese Internet

Users
Sociodemographics Survey Participants ~ Chinese Internet Users

East 54.8% 46.2%
Recion Northeast 6.0% 8.4%
& Central 21.7% 22.1%
West 17.6% 23.3%
Gonder Female 50.1% 48.1%
Male 49.9% 51.9%
< Junior high 3.7% 56.1%
Education Senior high 16.5% 23.8%
3-year college 36.4% 10.5%
> 4-year college 43.3% 9.7%
<19 2.2% 23.2%
20-29 27.4% 21.5%
Age 30-39 46.2% 20.8%
40-49 15.9% 17.6%
> 50 8.3% 16.9%
< 3000 6.4% 51.0%
Income 3000-5000 13.8% 21.5%
5000-8000 32.6% 14.3%
> 8000 47.2% 13.3%

Note: Data about Chinese Internet users are from The 45" Statistical Report of In-
ternet Development in China, issued by China Internet Network Information Center in
April 2020.



B.2 Balance Table

Table B2: Balance Table

Control  T1 T2 T3 T4 P

Controls:

Female 0.51 0.52 052 0.51 052 0.28
Age Group 4.40 447 445 428 441 0.33
Education 3.23 3.14 3.16 323 320 0.19
Income 3.39 3.35  3.36 337 339 0.95
Party Member 0.12 0.13 0.12 0.12 0.13 094
Ideology 2.30 226 231 233 235 0.61
Political Interest 3.76 3.76 376 3.76 3.69 0.78
Social Media 3.53 3.50 3.50 3.57 3.46 0.38

Outcomes (1-7 scale):

COVID Policy Support 5.13 5.07 5.08 5.04 4.96
Relaxation Preference: Lockdown 4.46 461 456 4.73 4.51
Relaxation Preference: International Travel 4.22 449 435 434 4.34
Relaxation Preference: Health Code 4.30 435 444 4.62 4.38
Willingness to Protest 3.06 297 283 299 3.06
Protest Rightfulness 4.14 4.38 410 4.06 4.30

Note: The p values are for F-tests of multiple treatment groups.
T1: Soft propaganda supporting reopening

T2: Hard propaganda supporting reopening

T3: Soft propaganda supporting Zero-COVID and reopening
T4: Hard propaganda supporting Zero-COVID and reopening

COVID Policy Support: 1-Wrong and failed 7-Correct and succeeded
Relaxation Preference: Lockdown: 1-More restrictive 7-More relaxed
Relaxation Preference: International Travel: 1-More restrictive 7-More relaxed
Relaxation Preference: Health Code: 1-More restrictive 7-More relaxed
Willingness to Protest: 1-Never participate 7-Definitely participate

Protest Rightfulness: 1-Completely not rightful 7-Completely rightful

As shown in Table B2, the randomization is successful, producing balanced groups.



Appendix C OLS Regressions

Table C1: Treatment Effects on COVID Policy Support

Policy Support Prefer Reopen
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Hard -0.053 0.165*
(0.074) (0.077)
Two-sided Hard -0.048 0.138
(0.074) (0.078)
Soft -0.092 0.245*
(0.076) (0.076)
Two-sided Soft -0.163* 0.093
(0.074) (0.080)
Constant 5.128*  5.128* 5.128° 5.128* -0.129* -0.129* -0.129* -0.129*
(0.052) (0.053) (0.054) (0.052) (0.054) (0.055) (0.054) (0.057)
Observations 1208 1208 1214 1196 1192 1193 1204 1188
R? 0.000 0.000 0.001 0.004 0.004 0.003 0.009 0.001
Standard errors in parentheses
* p < 0.05



Table C2: Treatment Effects on COVID Policy Support with Controls

Policy Support

Prefer Reopen

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Hard -0.030 0.203*
(0.075) (0.076)
Two-sided Hard -0.011 0.145
(0.076) (0.078)
Soft -0.061 0.257*
(0.077) (0.075)
Two-sided Soft -0.144 0.107
(0.074) (0.080)
Gender -0.003  0.057  0.210*  0.092 0.048  0.114  0.098  0.149
(0.078) (0.079) (0.081) (0.077) (0.079) (0.080) (0.078) (0.083)
Education -0.053  -0.072 -0.018 -0.025 -0.023 -0.040 -0.049 -0.042
(0.059) (0.062) (0.061) (0.062) (0.060) (0.064) (0.059) (0.067)
Income 0.095* 0.114*  0.060  0.090* 0.091* 0.144* 0.062  0.098*
(0.044) (0.044) (0.046) (0.044) (0.045) (0.045) (0.044) (0.047)
Party Member -0.166  -0.206 -0.086 -0.280* -0.130 -0.211 -0.142 -0.015
(0.116) (0.117) (0.123) (0.117) (0.119) (0.120) (0.118) (0.126)
Political Interest 0.071*  0.068  0.096* 0.072* 0.218* 0.206* 0.274* 0.235*
(0.036) (0.037) (0.036) (0.035) (0.036) (0.037) (0.035) (0.037)
Social Media -0.058  -0.008 -0.007 -0.015 -0.088* -0.106* -0.033 -0.050
(0.041) (0.043) (0.042) (0.041) (0.042) (0.044) (0.041) (0.044)
Ideology -0.111*  -0.112* -0.123* -0.144* -0.079 -0.046 -0.014 -0.015
(0.041) (0.042) (0.042) (0.039) (0.042) (0.042) (0.041) (0.042)
Constant 5177 4.924*  4.594* 4900 -0.759* -0.935* -1.201* -1.231*
(0.304) (0.319) (0.305) (0.312) (0.311) (0.325) (0.293) (0.336)
Region FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Age Group FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Observations 1164 1162 1168 1159 1150 1150 1159 1152
R-squared 0.031 0.027  0.034  0.039  0.069 0.087  0.097  0.077

Notes: Only control group and specified treatment group are included in each model. * p < 0.05



Table C3: Treatment Effects on Willingness to Protest

Willingness to Protest

Protest Rightfulness

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8)
Hard -0.088 0.241*
(0.095) (0.105)
Two-sided Hard -0.230* -0.038
(0.091) (0.108)
Soft -0.062 -0.084
(0.098) (0.109)
Two-sided Soft 0.009 0.156
(0.097) (0.109)
Constant 3.055*  3.055* 3.055* 3.055* 4.143* 4.143* 4.143* 4.143*
(0.067) (0.064) (0.070) (0.069) (0.074) (0.077) (0.077) (0.077)
Observations 1207 1206 1213 1195 1207 1205 1215 1195
R? 0.001 0.005 0.000 0.000 0.004 0.000 0.000 0.002

Standard errors in parentheses
*p<0.05



Table C4: Treatment Effects on Willingness to Protest with Controls

Willingness to Protest

Protest Rightfulness

Hard -0.104 0.283*

(0.095) (0.104)
Two-sided Hard -0.240* -0.050

(0.092) (0.108)
Soft -0.060 -0.055
(0.099) (0.108)
Two-sided Soft 0.008 0.186
(0.098) (0.109)

Gender -0.073  -0.053 -0.269* -0.263* -0.508* -0.387* -0.409* -0.372*

(0.099) (0.095) (0.104) (0.102) (0.108) (0.112) (0.113) (0.113)
Education -0.016  -0.042 -0.016  0.032 0.100  0.165  0.148  0.094

(0.075) (0.075) (0.078) (0.081) (0.082) (0.088) (0.085) (0.090)
Income 0.031 0.034  0.058  0.010  0.245* 0.265* 0.269* 0.256*

(0.056) (0.053) (0.058) (0.057) (0.061) (0.062) (0.063) (0.064)
Party Member 0.315*  0.318* 0.338 0.385* -0.385* -0.461* -0.371* -0.192

(0.148) (0.141) (0.156) (0.154) (0.161) (0.167) (0.171) (0.171)
Political Interest -0.158* -0.085 -0.132* -0.059 -0.022 -0.030 -0.096 -0.087

(0.045) (0.044) (0.046) (0.045) (0.049) (0.052) (0.050) (0.051)
Social Media -0.054  -0.059 -0.119* -0.113* -0.096 -0.102 -0.157* -0.143*

(0.052) (0.051) (0.054) (0.053) (0.057) (0.061) (0.059) (0.059)
Ideology 0.111*  0.076  0.051 0.037  -0.030 -0.032 -0.053 -0.166*

(0.052) (0.050) (0.054) (0.052) (0.056) (0.059) (0.059) (0.058)
Constant 3.583*  3.447*  4.068*  3.790*  4.259*  3.886* 4.436* 4.732*

(0.388) (0.383) (0.387) (0.410) (0.423) (0.453) (0.424) (0.457)
Region FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Age Group FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Observations 1165 1162 1169 1160 1165 1161 1172 1161
R-squared 0.038  0.043 0.048 0.030 0.082  0.068  0.074  0.062

Notes: Only control group and specified treatment group are included in each model. * p < 0.05



Appendix D Treatment Vignettes

The purpose of the treatments is to present respondents with different types of propaganda
messages and test the effect of being exposed to government COVID policy propaganda on
Chinese individuals’ support toward the policy. To make the treatments as externally valid
as possible, we select all the materials from the state news media: Xinhua News Agency.
Respondents will be asked to read a selected piece of news from Xinhua. We then randomly
assign them to one of the five experimental groups: (1) the single-sided soft propaganda
treatment group, (2) the single-sided hard propaganda treatment group, (3) the two-sided
soft propaganda treatment group, (4) the two-sided hard propaganda treatment group, and

(5) the control group. Table D1 summarizes the experimental design.

Table D1: Tabulation of Treatment

Propaganda Treatment  Treatment  Treatment Treatment  Control
Vignette Group 1 Group 2 Group 3 Group 4 Group

Soft A
(Reopening)
Hard A
(Reopening)
Soft B
(Zero-COVID)
Hard B
(Zero-COVID)

Placebo v

v v

(1) Soft propaganda A: The single-sided soft propaganda treatment group reads an op-
ed by Xinhua that justifies reopening by citing public health officials and medical experts’
judgments that the Omicron variant of SARS-COV-2 is much less virulent and now causes
similar symptoms with seasonal flu’s.

(2) Hard propaganda A: The single-sided hard propaganda treatment group reads a piece
of an op-ed by Xinhua that commands the reopening and adjustment of epidemic control
measures under Xi Jinping’s leadership.

(3) Soft propaganda A+B: The two-sided soft propaganda treatment group reads both
the single-sided soft propaganda treatment A and an op-ed by Xinhua that cites the same
public health officials and medical experts’ statistical evidence on the mortality and sequela
of the Omicron variant of SARS-COV-2 (treatment B). The op-ed emphasizes the insufficient
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elderly vaccination rate in China and the need for the “Zero-COVID” policy for public health
reasons.

(4) Hard propaganda A+B: The two-sided hard propaganda treatment group reads both
the single-sided hard propaganda treatment A and a piece of an op-ed by Xinhua that
echoes a speech of Xi Jinping at a Politburo meeting and calls for resolute adherence to the
“Zero-COVID” policy according to commands of the party center (treatment B).

(5) The control group reads a short paragraph about a piece of news on the appearance
of the moon, Mars, and Jupiter in the sky. Such information is irrelevant to the zero-COVID
policy or any government intention. However, it happens around the time when China is

pursuing the “Zero-COVID” policy and therefore serves as an ideal placebo.

D.1 Soft Propaganda A: Pro-Reopening

(& RN Bt — B IAIE S B 1 16 )

HE R T ARSI G 5, AU TEIE ARG IR TIE . Rl
=Rl lo g I o AT S 2 W R Y 2 iR I W R - 3 1 W 3 M N
DX pREBFBRAE ~ DIERIEIEZ A FE IR 2R B B
PERETOEREERXRERE R, “BREBMBYRDG, DUKTCIEIRFIEAE
WG], ERREMEUOK, AFEFIRETRS, RIATERES . 7H
= TAREBE B PR LU B AT, ot AW S, B T B R R R AN AT
0, HRER > ATETRII0R SE RIS « » AT SR & 5 ) LB 2=
PR, BRERFT RS AR, BIERER TSR
BIEE FRTT TR LT, A MEFTITHRE NG T, FHE
BERFRIFET R /e « RARFEZ AR BIRTUIRNTEN, “HET2F I RIS i
ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁo”&%ﬁ@Emﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁ%ﬁﬁm%
Al o

[Experts introduce the further optimization and implementation of measures for
epidemic control] After the introduction of the newly developed ten optimization
measures, localities are more orderly and effective in promoting the prevention
and control of the epidemic. Scientifically and precisely delineate risk areas,
further optimize of nucleic acid testing, optimize and adjust isolation methods,
implement ”fast lockdown and fast reopen” in high-risk areas, and accelerate the
promotion of vaccination of elderly people with the new crown virus.

Wu Zunyou, the chief expert at the CDC, said, ” The vast majority of influenza
cases, as well as asymptomatic and mild cases of coronavirus, can recover them-
selves without special medical services by paying attention to rest and drinking
more water.” Academician Zhong Nanshan, a member of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering, judged that ”after continuous mutation, infection with the Omi-
cron mutant strain is not horrifying and the vast majority can fully recover in 7
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to 10 days.” Now the virulence of the new coronavirus has evolved to the level
of seasonal influenza, some even lower than the seasonal influenza virulence, the
treatment of patients with minor illnesses is handled according to the treatment
means of the common cold can be, in the square cabin hospital also do not need
too much therapeutic intervention, the average hospitalization time in about 7
days. Experts in an exclusive interview with the People’s Daily pointed out that
"the current academic community has not confirmed that there is long COVID.”
The impact of the epidemic on the production and living order of the masses and
economic and social development should be minimized.

D.2 Hard Propaganda A: Pro-Reopening

(BRI FERE 1, BRI BRI g )

RN RIMER L a5, SMENE AR B TR I=
TR, ELHIFRE MO RIERGS F, 22E MO E—AME - 2
%Mﬁ@,ﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ#%\#ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁi,%&Tﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ%
B P FE Bl AN SRS A B e — AR IE R AR, FHEEEAHRE AL &4 J5 1 [F]
O~ [ FAT o AKX E I B IRFF RSB T 2, 3L AR
B, ANEIEE . ANERE, EMYE . B . FAESIT R . ZIRPGES R R
I, EKIRE DR IE R 2T = R RN « ASRERT R, HEEH
SLREFRE . SR RE . PUREREE AR 5 ET L R HITAOE
PERCRECERBC BT . PR R - RETEANER . BEREIS SRR B NGT
09, AT B R RARIRMRL RIE T o I sR K SN S B IR P
RAVE/ DAL, e I BERAE AR — 0~ SRRIPUR B & -

[Gather consensus, form a synergy, and implement the optimal measures for
epidemic prevention and control] After the introduction of the newly developed
ten optimization measures, the epidemic prevention, and control work became
more orderly and effective across localities. In the past three years, under the
strong leadership of the Party Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping as
the core, the whole country has been thinking and working in the same direction,
inspiring the spiritual strength to overcome the difficulties together and forming
a strong synergy to fight against the epidemic.

The adjustment of prevention and control measures and strategies is a systematic
work that requires all departments of the party and government and all sectors
of society to be of one mind, one direction, and one walk. All regions and depart-
ments should adhere to the ninth edition of the prevention and control program
and implement the twenty optimized measures without wavering or deviating,
and carry out prevention and control in a more standardized, faster, and more
effective manner. We must resolutely avoid adding layers and layers to minimize
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the impact of the epidemic on economic and social development. Shall not be ar-
bitrarily expanded, the closure and control management should be quickly sealed
and solved as soon as possible. It is strictly forbidden to arbitrarily close schools
and classes, stop work and production, block traffic without approval, arbitrarily
take "silent” management, arbitrarily seal the control, a long time not unseal,
or arbitrarily suspend the clinic and other types of cascading behavior. Actions
causing serious consequences will be dealt with in accordance with the law and
the serious pursuit of responsibility. To further enhance confidence and patience
in the current epidemic prevention and control policy, we can better unite the
majestic power of all people to fight the epidemic together.

D.3 Soft Propaganda B: Pro-Zero-COVID

[Hrieirvf | MAUR R RIBEE “ShEZE LEMN] AN SEHEIEL R,
EERFTEISR G RIS, TR AIEGE619)7 - SR iCIT H 15
i, CERFESNTREI - NP, BEFRIEEE . SIREE, ISR
B & TEETE
ISR E 3 HRISE1292.9 361, HIGFE TR BFI295006%] - B #iEEH 7240077
WENBEFEKPERE . FEEEFLOEBREREERNE, FridERiE
AT DURRSEEE  B0A BEE KA A . EEPA DAERKFRIR, WEIER DR
f’qgi’z% BT IR B AT R “EER A7, TEEPRA ARSI FH B e R 2 o ol PR
SR o
RRIBEE, AREREHIVRMARF R EESFIARK . HEEE, BREX
B fEEET S TITBIE . FEEIEE R, REMEE IS0 L EEZFE N
LR 1R15.68%, MFEAE30% LN ARBERI25205 - HE TAEREBE 8 e i,
ﬁﬂ‘] SR D ARBRSERENKEILT, UBATBER R E S SIE

<

[Xinhua Commentary — Experts explain the necessity of “Dynamic Zero COVID”|
The latest data from WHO shows that the cumulative number of confirmed cases
of the global COVID-19 pandemic exceeds 500 million and the number of deaths
exceeds 6.19 million. General Secretary Xi Jinping recently pointed out that “we
should adhere to the principle of prevention of external importation, prevention
of internal rebound, scientific precision, dynamic Zero COVID, grasp the details
and substance of the epidemic prevention and control initiatives.”

Recently, there are about 29,000 additional confirmed cases and 500 additional
deaths per day in the United States. There are currently nearly 24 million adults
in the U.S. suffering from the “long COVID” of the coronavirus. Wu Zunyou,
chief expert at the CDC, said that “long COVID” can last for weeks, months
or even longer. Germany’s federal health minister said that the previously an-
nounced measure to allow voluntary quarantine of newly infected people was
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"wrong” and that Germany will continue to follow the policy of mandatory quar-
antine of newly infected people.

Experts warned that the public should avoid misconceptions such as underesti-
mating the danger of the Omicron variant. At present, the danger of the Omicron
variant is much higher than the so-called flu. Data from Hong Kong show that
unvaccinated people over the age of 80 have a death rate of 15.68 percent, a
risk 252 times higher than that of people under the age of 30. Zhong Nanshan, a
member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering, said we will not tolerate natural

infections leading to a large number of elderly deaths, so our policy remains to
be “dynamic Zero COVID.”

D.4 Hard Propaganda B: Pro-Zero-COVID

UBrieifvr | RRaNam B ] o H, PR REa /AT IEH,
—EEINER L F R BICEEEREN, 2R RFNESET &7
B SRR BB R -

VR, EERZ] S 528 2EIGRYE R RIEE BT HECE, #E=
g —— RERTARGRAE - R AR - TIEARFRM, —— KR
SOAREEME « TCRTIE - B RUNRSFEEAR, IRARFFEEELIN, ZA5hiE 2R )
;Sgﬁ;if”%ﬁﬁ; —— RRE—UIEM - PRBE . BEREEITH BRI ST
N, WERRFFDRET BT ARBANE, FFEEEE SR
ML, SRSFAEAN A A SRR - BRI AR IR S 2, B
Gi—RAR . BERFO . ROW, R, R4 gEMr] . SR50E%E -
BURF AL 2 & 07 TSR AEMT B4 — 25 SRR AR E Lo, SeARFREREAR -
%g%ﬁ% RO PO, 2EShA . 2HEE, REITRITEZ AN

[Xinhua Review — Resolutely build a strong barrier for COVID containment]
Recently, the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee held a meeting
and pointed out that we must conscientiously implement the spirit of General
Secretary Xi Jinping’s important speech, unwaveringly adhere to the general
policy of "dynamic Zero COVID”, and resolutely build a firm barrier to prevent
and control the epidemic.

The meeting stressed the need for a profound, complete, and comprehensive
understanding of the epidemic prevention and control policies set by the Party
Central Committee, to achieve three "resolute”: resolutely overcome the lack of
awareness, preparation, and work; resolutely overcome contempt, indifference,
self-righteousness, and other ideas, always keep a clear head, and unswervingly
adhere to the general policy of "dynamic Zero COVID”; resolutely fight against
all distortions, doubts, and denials of our epidemic prevention policies.
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In the next step, China will not hesitate to adhere to the general policy of ”dy-
namic Zero COVID”, continue to improve the regular epidemic prevention and
control mechanism, and resolutely guard the bottom line of no large-scale re-
bound. The more severe and complicated the situation is, the more we must
unify our minds and have firm confidence. Working together, persistence is vic-
tory, only persistence can win. Party committees, governments, and all sectors
of society at all levels to unify their thoughts and actions to the decision and de-
ployment of the Party Central Committee. Overcome paralysis, wariness, fluke
mentality, and relaxed mentality. Full mobilization. Full deployment. Win the
big battle against the epidemic as soon as possible.

D.5 Control Group

[NOBETE] D #25H REFETERRA] RIXBELZRNA, BHER, K
B kKB - BRARFBKRLE -HWNEEA . BN =F2EREFHM—
i Al R KA o HERAME, FERFERARN— /N, FE RS 2
AR A 7R B 7 MRS, FH A Rt P U B B8R R — 5 = #25 HOUUE R A #

[Very Cute! #The sky will show a smiley face on the 25th#] According to as-
tronomy science experts, in the early morning of the 25th, Jupiter, Mars, and
the waning moon will jointly stage a “double star with the moon”. At that time,
the three will form a “cute smiling face” in the sky. As long as the weather is
fine, within about an hour and a half before dawn, if people in our country face
the southeast direction, they can see this interesting scene with their naked eyes.
#25 days with double stars and moon#
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Appendix E Measurement

E.1 Dependent Variables

DV: COVID Policy Assessment

e Overall, how do you assess the COVID Policy in the last three years until now?
BHREY, A £ =F 2SI BUR?

DV: COVID Policy Preference

e Some people argue that the government should spare no cost to stop the spread of the
pandemic, including imposing city-wide lockdowns. Others argue that the government
should relax restrictions and stop centralized quarantine and testing.

Where would you place yourself on the scale below7
BNANBUFROZAE M@ SR B 5T, RN 2SS hE
NN BUR ROZ BT E 1 Kﬁ%¢%%ﬁﬁmo

1 ] S SR ] TR AR P A R

e Some people argue that the government should impose strict restrictions on the num-
ber of international travelers to limit imported COVID cases. Others argue that the
number of international flights should be increased to meet the demand of overseas
Chinese students and workers.

Where would you place yourself on the scale below?

B NIN R B RZ A& BRI E S AR AL (B8 = EmMEs s T AR)
i b IR o WA NIADS N S VRS E BRI £ E LS 2 B 22 AN 55 TR RY
Ko

T ] S SR ] TR AR P R R 2

e Some people argue that the government should routinely use Health codes to regu-
late entering public spaces, such as restaurants, movie theaters, public transportation,
tourist sites, planes, trains, etc. Others argue that Health codes are emergency mea-
sures and should not impact people’s lives in the long run.

Where would you place yourself on the scale below?

B NNNBUR RAZHE S REARE NS NARG T, AFEE - 20
AHAE - FX S AL KESF . WAV RBEIEENRIER, AR = KB
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DV: Willingness to Protest
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e Imagine the following scenario: your neighborhood is suddenly locked down for 7 days.
Some residents feel frustrated and plan to protest. How likely would you participate?
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DV: Perceived Protest Rightfulness
e Do you think the protest described above would be deemed rightful by the state?
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E.2 Control Variables

We include two different sets of pre-treatment covariates: demographic covariates and pre-
disposition covariates. Demographic covariates include education, age, gender, and region.
Predisposition covariates include party membership, political interests, ideology, and Social
Media.
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